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Fven with tweaks,
Realtors don't like
tax disclosure bill

» Critics continue to heat drum for another option
for Sitver Spring music halt

A hill desigped lo mote accu-
rately represent the properiy tax-
es that 2 homebuver wil payona
hause is working iis way through
the County Council, with suppatt
from the county executive but
apposition from avex veal estate
agents and hrokers.

The bill, d by Coun-

what they currently pay, not what
a buyer will pay.”

Andrews’ bill has the blessing
of County Executive Isiah Leggett
(D}, who calls it a “fandmark con-
susner protecion bill?

The comncil is scheduled to
vote on the bill next week. If
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cilzran Philip M. Andrews, wonid
require sellers or their agents Yo
calculate and advertise the
amount of property taves that
sellers will pay ohce the property
is transferred.

The disclosure is necessary
because the tax liability informa-
tion presented on most adver-
tisements is complicated by the
state tax credit
for  existing
homeowners,
said  Andrews
(D-Dist. -3} of
Gaitheisburg,

Under &
state tax credit,
homeowners’
tax liability is &
capped while Andrews
they live in the
house, but ance the fiouse is sold,
the cap is removed and the buyer
must pay taxes on the full
assessed value of the home.

On Manday, Andrews added
ary arnendment that relieved sell-
ers or thefr agents from Bability if
the tax figures they produce are
wrong, as long as they have used
the method approved or recom-
mended by the county.

County officlals would be
requited to provide a siep-by-
step  wotksheet, EL

has recommended ihe bill toke
effect April 1,

Music hall debate

The ungoig saga surround-
ing 'the Silver Spring music venue
continued this week with Howard
County Bxecutive Ken Ulinan (D)
johbying tor Bethesda’s 1M1’ Fro-
ductions;

In a letler sent to Leggett on
Monday {read il at
www.gazette. nnet/linksy  Ulman
urged Leggett to consiger IMPS
counter offer to operate the
music hall being developed. on
Colesville Road in Silver Spring.
IMP owner Seth urwitzs com-
mitment to operating the Mei-
weather Post Pavilion in Cohun-
bia sinece 2104 would carry over
o Silver Spring and make him
“any invaluable- asset to this proj-
ect.” Ukman writes,

1MP spokeswoman Andrey
Schaefer said- the company wus
not aware Ulman was sending
the letter. “We remam hopeful
that logic will prevail and that the
administration will take a long
hard look at this,” she said.

In Sepierbes, Leggett signed
a non-hinding letter of intent
with Live Nation, a Los Angeles
concert booker and music hall
operaror, 1o open a Filmose club
in Silver Spring, Leggett has
maintained that he will not.con-
sider other proposals while the
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online, (o walk scllers through
the process. The county’s Con-
sumer Protection Office would
enforce the disclosure require-
ment,

Even with Andrews' adjust-
menls, Realtors are not satisfied.

“We stifl don't fike it said
Meredith R. Weisel, lobbyist for
the Greater Capital Avea Associa-
tion of Realtors. “What he did
makes it a lidle better but still
won't sojve the problem.”

Information in closing docu-
ments now warns homebuyers
that their taxes will increase,
Weisel said.

“Our big thing is why the sell-
ex ot the seller’s agent has to be
the one to calculate the increase.
This type of disclosure is different
than other information that the
seller knows a little beiter,” she

said. “With axes, a sellex knows.

county is with Live
Nation,

Last month, IMP proposed a |
plan that Hurwitz — wha also
ovms the 9:30 Club in Washing-
ton — called a much better deal
for the county.

Some commuuily groups and
eonncil members have argued for
amore open process in the nego-
tiatdons and for consideration of
IMP's proposal.

“{ think there will be Jots of
questions ahout the deal tu
emerge at the Planning Board,
before the eouncit and within the
state legislature,” said Council-
mans George L. Leventhal (D-At
large) of Takoma Park, who has
met with Leggett and Hhrwitz.
“I'm trying to sound the signal
that the adminisiration will have
to have a better answer than
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‘We're through,’ because wee
not through.”

Praisner stili hospitalized

Council
President Mari-
lyn ]. Praisner
was  expected
to move from
the intensive
carec unit at
Suburban Hos-
pital in Bethes-
da early this -
week, but she Praisner
remains hospi-
talized as doctors try to deter-
mine what caused two car crash-
es she was in minutes apart on
Nov. 16. | :

Praisner (D-Dist. 4) of Calver-

ton will miss the last two County
Council sessions of the year, said
council spokesman Neil Green-
berger, and will not return until
after the next year.

Praisner has been in intensive
care since sustaining a collapsed
lung and bruises after her car left
the road, hit a tree and turned on
its side in the Burtonsville area.
Minutes carlier, she was involved
in a minor collision with another
car in the same area.

Coming next

s.eggett hosts a town hall
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Friday in
Argyle Middle School at 2400 Bel
Pre Road in Silver Spring. Call
240-777-6530.

*The County Council will
elect its new officers at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday in the, Gounci] - Office
Building at 100 Maryland Ave. in
Rockville. Call 240-777-7900.
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